techniques have long been considered the "gold standard" for the detection of Ca/amydia tracaomatis. The major advantage of cellculture isolation is the specificity, which approaches 100%; however, even in experienced laboratories, its sensitivity is only 70-80%. 
ligase chain reaction (LCR), have been used primarily in symptomatic or high-risk, highprevalence asymptomatic populations (Table 1) .
NEW GOLD STANDARD? Lee et al. have proposed that the gold standard for C. trachomatis be redefined as all culture-positive as well as culture-negative LCR-positive individuals. 4 In a study of 1,935 women in which the first-voided urine specimens were compared to endocervical swabs using an LCR-based assay versus 
